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2014 – 2015 Zonta Club 

Officers and Directors 
 
 

President: Kelley Rollins 

1st VP:  Joan Curley 

2nd VP:  Joyce Riggs 

Secretary:  Kiren Mathur 

Treasure:  Janice Rohme 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 

Bonnie Morris 

Margaret Steffens 

 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

Jan Costinett 

Brenda Dyer 

Debra Davis 
 

Thank you for your 
dedication and service. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

President’s message: 
 February 2015 

Dear Zontians, 

In January we started the month and year with the passing of our Club’s 

Founder, Charter President and club member, Marlene Hunter. Marlene showed 

that she was a true leader with the accomplishments that she made in her 

lifetime. We should all strive to be more like Marlene. She will truly be missed by 

many. 

The United Nations and Advocacy committee pulled off another great UNbound 

discussion group. The next discussion group will be meeting in March and the 

book is called, The Good Women of China: Hidden Voices. You should join in 

reading the book and the discussion group. You learn so much about other 

countries, cultures and club members. 

Prior to our last monthly membership meeting we were honored to have Mary 

Ellen Bittner, the District’s Parliamentary, as our guest speaker for our round 

table discussion. Mary Ellen discussed the basic Parliamentary Procedures. We 

cannot thank Mary Ellen enough for giving us her time. The roundtables have 

proven to be very educational. Please try to join the membership committee at 

their next roundtable discussion group. I promise you will walk away with learning 

something new.  

Kudos to the program committee who did an outstanding job with getting us 

involved with the Amelia Earhart program at the last membership meeting. We 

got to show our creative sides and the results were very interesting and 

entertaining.  

In closing, I want to thank everyone for their on-going participation in the club 

and for making it what it is today.  

Respectfully, 

Kelley Rollins 

President, Zonta Club of Charles County 2014-2015 
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MARLENE S. HUNTER   

 

Born February 9, 1934, in Morganton, NC, passed away January 2, 2015. She was a long time 

resident of Charles County Maryland and a resident of Scottsville, VA at the time of her passing. 

She resided in Bryantown, MD for 30 years and La Plata, MD for 12 years. 

  

Best known for her humanitarian activities and civic leadership in Charles County, she was the 

first female Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce where she served for more than a 

decade, was an elected member of the Democratic State Central Committee, and was the 

Founder and Charter President of Zonta, establishing the popular annual Fashion Show. 

  

She was one of the founders of the Shelter Development Committee and worked tirelessly to see 

a shelter for battered and abused women happen in Charles County. Gayle's House is now a 

reality and Marlene served on the executive board with Gayle Cooke for whom the house is 

named. 

  

She also served as a director of the business recycling program for the Department of 

Environmental Resources of Prince Georges County. 

  

She was predeceased by her husband, Bill R. Hunter, and her daughter, Pamela Dawn Hunter. 

She is survived by her children Charles Phifer Hunter, Gregory Scott Hunter and Susan Hunter 

Ferguson; her grandchildren Bobbie Jo Chase, Adam Ferguson and Caitlin Hunter; and great 

grand children Nora Marlene Chase and Azalee Ann Chase. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of Marlene S. Hunter 

Those we love don't go away,  

They walk beside us every day,  

Unseen, unheard, but always near,  

Still loved, still missed and very dear. 

- Anonymous 
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Membership Committee: Joan Curley 
 
Thank you to all who came to the third Mentoring Round Table. We had a wonderful speaker, Mary Ellen 

Bittner (former International President), speak to us on Robert's Rule of Order. It was very informative 

and interesting. We will have our last Mentoring Round Table in April, subject matter has yet to be 

determined. If you have any suggestions send them on my way.  

  

We have three prospective members Therese Wolf, Heather Swann, and Andrea Jenkins all great 

candidates, information to follow soon. 

  

We have completed the attendance roster through January and if you are in need of making up any 

meetings you have the following opportunities: 

  

Feb - Board (Feb 3rd) and General membership (Feb 10th) 

Mar - Board (Mar 3rd) and General membership (Mar 10th) 

April - Board (Apr 7th), General membership (Apr 14th) and Awards Brkst (TBD) 

May - Board  (May 5th) General membership/ Installation (May 12th) 

  

Happy February to all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Service Committee: Joyce Riggs 

One of Zonta Club of Charles County's service projects this year is to host “Attire to Inspire,” a wardrobe 

essentials clothing drive for women in transition to benefit Lifestyles of Maryland, during the 30th 

Annual Zonta Fashion Show, "A Tiffany Affair," on Friday, April 10, 2015 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the 

Waldorf Jaycees Community Center, in Waldorf, MD.    

  

We are seeking five generous volunteers to act as collection sites before the fashion show, during the 

months of March through April 10, 2015.  Here are the duties and responsibilities of the 5 volunteer 

collection sites:  

1.         Sites provided wardrobe box, donor receipts 

2.         Sites responsible for collecting and inventorying item, providing receipt to donor. 

3.         Sites responsible for bringing items to fashion show collection on April 10, 2015 between 5:30 

p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Waldorf Jaycees Community Center, in Waldorf, MD  

 

If you are interested in volunteering, please call Christine Parker at 301-751-7553.  A full list of donation 

sites will be provided in the near future. 
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Program Committee: Cyndi Hedrick   

The next general business meeting will be held at the Prime Street Grille on February 10, 2015 at 

11:45.  Sherrie Sanders is the meeting chair with Paige Watkins and Lorrie Andersen serving as 

hostesses. Diana Abney will provide the raffle prize.  Geoffrey Thomas will update us on female 

opportunities with the Boy Scouts of America.  

 

Please remember to wear red.  

 

Zonta Zing Committee: Leigh Ann Keller   

Zonta Zing 2015 - Calling all ladies interested in beginning work on the 2015 Zonta Zing.  

Please join us Tuesday, February 24th at 11:30am at the Waldorf Panera.  

 

Hospitality Committee: Susan Vogel  

Happy February everyone!  Admittedly the Hospitality committee assumes everyone is doing well 

because we've had no reports lately of members needing assistance or meals, etc.  This is a good thing!  It 

means we're all healthy (and ready for some warmer weather!).  Our committee remains committed to 

helping our fellow Zontians when they need it; please know you can reach out to us so we can help you 

get through a health or family challenge. 

 

UN Committee:  Jennifer Merryman 

Though women’s status across the world has improved over the last few decades, we’re still largely 

second-class citizens in comparison to men: we make less money, have more difficulty accessing 

education and affordable healthcare and face much more violence<http://dsc.discovery.com/tv-

shows/curiosity/topics/examples-gender-inequality-around-world.htm> than our male counterparts. 

 

To emphasize the extent of global gender inequality, UN Women–an arm of the U.N. that focuses on 

women’s issues–has created a powerful advertising campaign<http://www.gutewerbung.net/un-women-

search-engine-campaign/> that uses data collected from Google on the most popular search terms. As it 

turns out, the most popular Google queries are indicative of entrenched sexist attitudes that still persist 

today. 

 

A striking and innovative way to bring international attention to issues of sexism and misogyny through 

the use of the internet, or Google to be precise. The campaign uses images of women's mouths being 

covered with Google top search fields starting with women "should not".. and demonstrating the top 

search results that pop up. Underneath there is a single line from the creator of the ad campaign that 

speaks against sexism and objectification of women. 

http://dsc.discovery.com/tv-shows/curiosity/topics/examples-gender-inequality-around-world.htm
http://dsc.discovery.com/tv-shows/curiosity/topics/examples-gender-inequality-around-world.htm
http://www.gutewerbung.net/un-women-search-engine-campaign/
http://www.gutewerbung.net/un-women-search-engine-campaign/
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Zontian’s Participation at the 59th Session of the United Nations Commission 

on the Status of Women and related events 

 

If you plan to attend any part of CSW 59, please contact Megan Radavich 

<mradavich@zonta.org> immediately at ZI headquarters. 

 

Please sign up for the CSW Forum at www.ngocsw.org. 

There is no charge for registering for the Forum, which provides parallel events near the UN 

from 9-20 March 2015 

 

7 March, Saturday 

 Zonta Orientation for CSW59 
 U.S. Fund for UNICEF headquarters 

 125 Maiden Lane, NYC 

 Time: 2-4:30 PM 

 

8 March, Sunday 

 NGO CSW 59 Forum - Consultation Day  
 Apollo Theater 

 253 West 125
th

 St., NYC 

 Time:  9 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 

 There is a charge of $110.00 

 Lunch is on your own 

 Signup for Consultation Day at www.ngocsw.org 

 

 A Celebration March co-sponsored by NGO CSW/NY, City of  New York and UN 

Women 
 Begins at approximately 4pm 

 Please check back for specifics as to time, place and other  organizational issues 

 Register for the March at www.ngocsw.org 

 There is no fee to participate in the March. 

 

9 March, Monday 

 Official opening of the 59
th

 Session of the UN Commission on  the Status of Women 

at UN Headquarters in New York.   Capacity is very limited so most Zontians should 

plan to view the  proceedings on their computers as it will be webcast.   

 Access the webcast at www.webtv.un.org 

 

 Zonta’s parallel event with the U.S. fund for UNICEF 
 “Make the Invisible Visible:  Partnering to End Violence Against  Women and Children 

in Rwanda.” 

 4:30 p.m., Armenian Convention Center, V-Hall, 630 2
nd

 Ave,  NYC  

 There is no charge to attend this as it is part of the NGO Forum. 

 

 NGO CSW Forum Reception  
 6 to 8 pm at the Armenian Convention Center, 630 2nd Ave. NYC 

mailto:mradavich@zonta.org
http://www.ngocsw.org/
http://www.ngocsw.org/
http://www.ngocsw.org/
http://www.webtv.un.org/
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 $45 to attend the reception, payable by credit card at  www.ngocsw.org.  

Refreshments are included.   

 

10 March, Tuesday 

 UN Women Reception  
 Open to all attendees 

 This reception will take place in the evening. 

 Check back here for specifics about time and place. 

 

11 March, Wednesday 

 The U.S. Fund for UNICEF reception for all Zontians attending  CSW59.   
 There is no fee to attend.  It will be in the evening. 

 Please check back for specifics about time and place. 

 

12 March, Thursday 

 Today Show  
 District 3 is organizing Zonta visibility at the Today Show to get  Zontians and our 

message on NBC television. 

  

 Zontians will meet at 6am at 30 Rockefeller Plaza, between 48
th

 and  49
th

 Streets 

between 5
th

 and 6
th

 Avenues.  You will have to pass  through security on 48
th

 St. before entering 

the Plaza. 

 Dress for the weather.  Special instructions to follow.  Sign up with  Megan 

Radavich <mradavich@zonta.org>,  

  

 Zonta’s Side Event with the Permanent Mission of Denmark to  the UN, UN 

 Women, the World Association of Girl Guides and  Girl Scouts  
 “Prevention of the Root Causes of Violence against Women and  Girls through 

Education” 

 11:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m., Dag Hammarskjold Library 

 To attend this event requires special ticketing as it is a side event  inside the UN.  Please 

see the UN Women listing of side events 

 

 Dinner Meeting of the Zonta Club of New York, with guest  International 

President Maria Jose Landeira Oestergaard  National Arts Center, 15 Gramercy Park 

South.   

 The cost is $50 for dinner (cash bar).  Send your check 

 (made out to the Zonta Club of New York) to Ms. Frances Bauer,  Treasurer, Zonta Club 

of NY, 200 East End Ave., 3C, New York, NY  10128.  

 To pay by credit card: NOTE: There is a small transaction fee for credit  cards. 
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beijing-20-what-happened-whats-next-tickets-
15469658164 

 The dinner begins at 6 p.m. 

 

Official Sessions of the UN Commission on the Status of Women 

mailto:mradavich@zonta.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beijing-20-what-happened-whats-next-tickets-15469658164
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beijing-20-what-happened-whats-next-tickets-15469658164
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Entry to the UN, and in particular to the official meetings, is very restricted.  All Zontians 

regardless of where you are located, may access the official sessions by webcast: 

www.webtv.un.org.  The official agenda for the meeting can be found on the UN Women 

website - http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw59-2015/official-meetings  Of particular interest 

is the opening session (which includes the adoption of the Political Declaration), the panels, and 

speeches by the governments from the countries where we have clubs. A draft of the proposed 

Political Declaration can be found here: 

http://www.unwomen.org/~/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/59/declaration_draft_

20_jan%202015.pdf  

 

Parallel Events presented by various NGOs attending CSW 59 will be presented in various 

locations throughout the week 8 - 13 March, and continue the following week.  All parallel 

events are open to everyone.  No passes are needed, but registration is requested at 

www.ngocsw.org.   

 

There are more than 450 parallel events organized for this session.  This is a very rich 

environment and Zontians are encouraged to take part in the events that interest them.  Once they 

are posted, a list of recommendations will be issued.   

 

The parallel events will take place at the Church Center for the UN at 44
th

 St. and 1
st
 Avenue, the 

Salvation Army at 52
nd

 St between 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Avenues, and the Armenian Center at 630 2
nd

 

Avenue.  Some larger events will take place at the Salvation Army on 14
th

 St. 

All parallel events will be posted on line soon.  They will also be in the handbook, distributed 

free to attendees on Consultation Day as well as at daily morning briefings.  Briefings will be at 

8:45 each weekday morning.  Check schedules in the handbook as well as online at 

www.ngocsw.org. 

 

Side events are events organized by Permanent Missions to the UN or by UN agencies, 

sometimes in collaboration with NGOs.  These events require tickets to enter the UN to attend 

them.  The events will be posted shortly on the UN Women website.  Follow the instructions to 

obtain tickets. 

 

Written and Oral Statements 

Zonta International has submitted a written statement for the record of CSW 59.  It can be found 

here: http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/CSW_59_statement%20english.pdf  

Zonta International also commented on the CSW Working Methods. Our comments can be found 

here:http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/CSW59/Working%20Methods%20Zonta%20Comme

nts.pdf  

Zonta International will apply for an opportunity to deliver an oral statement before the CSW. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.webtv.un.org/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw59-2015/official-meetings
http://www.unwomen.org/~/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/59/declaration_draft_20_jan%202015.pdf
http://www.unwomen.org/~/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/59/declaration_draft_20_jan%202015.pdf
http://www.ngocsw.org/
http://www.ngocsw.org/
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/CSW_59_statement%20english.pdf
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/CSW59/Working%20Methods%20Zonta%20Comments.pdf
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/CSW59/Working%20Methods%20Zonta%20Comments.pdf
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Fashion Show: Charlotte Vass        

 

 

 

 

I am happy to report that your Fashion Show Committee has been hard at work (while having fun in the 

process, of course).  The words that come to mind to describe our 30th Annual Fashion Show,  

A Tiffany Affair,  are:  Elegant, Extravagant, and Exciting!!  The decor is going to be over the top, and 

our guests will feel special from the time they arrive and throughout the evening.  Swan Point, our main 

sponsor, has capitalized on their business relationships to provide us with an "above and beyond" 

experience. 

 

The logo is being revised now, and it's fabulous!  You'll get to see it at our next meeting! 

 

As you know, we're doing something NEW this year, hosting a 2-tiered event.  The Fashion Show and 

Dinner tickets will be $60.  The After-Party includes a band, dancing, and indulgent desserts from Swan 

Point, and the tickets in advance are $15.  At the door or during the event, tickets to the After-Party will 

be $20.  What a fun night we have planned, and capturing the "after-party crowd" will help us raise even 

more money for local women's needs! 
 

Prior to the main event, there will be a VIP Reception for Sponsors only.  We want them to realize how 

much they are valued and appreciated.  Swan Point will provide hors d'oeurvres.  Kelley sent out the 

Sponsorship materials yesterday, so everyone has them now.  

 

While we have things well underway, we need your participation, input, and help!!  You are invited and 

encouraged to attend the meetings.  

These will be at the Southern Maryland business Center conference room located at 10665 

Stanhaven Pl Suite #300A @ 5:30:  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 11th - Thursday, Feb. 26
th

 - Wednesday, March 11
th

 - Thursday, March 26th  
 

We will likely order dinner in, have the business meeting, and during/after we will be working on items 

for the event (Tiffany boxes, bracelets, cityscapes wall decor).  We need your hands and your 

creativity! 
 

A very special "craft night" will be on Friday, March 6th at the home of Jennifer Merryman, who will 

be providing dinner for attendees.  It's a BYO Beverage evening.  We can arrive any time after 4 p.m., 

and car pooling makes sense!    Her address is 467 Cardinal Drive, Lusby, MD.  You will need to RSVP 

so she knows how many to prepare for!   Thanks, Jennifer, for making this possible. 

 Sheebah is revising the Signup Chart. 

 Carrie Holt will be sending out a list of ideas for Silent Auction Items.  Let's ALL get busy on 

this so the items are truly desirable! 

 We are collecting funds (instead of the gift cards last year).  These funds will purchase a Tiffany 

item for the Gift-for-Gift grand prize.  Please don't forget to bring same to our general meeting on 

Feb. 10th. 

Thanks to the committee members and to each one of you who is already busy making this FS a 

success.  It takes ALL of us working together.  Thank you!! 
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Fashion Show Sponsorship Chair: Kelley Rollins  

If you or anyone that you know is interested in a sponsorship for the Fashion Show please contact me for 

the forms. We really would like to get these sold quickly so everyone can benefit from the event 

advertising. Thank you in advance!  

 

 

 Sponsorship Opportunities 

 

[   ] Red Carpet Sponsor - $1,500 (1 Available) SOLD OUT 
[   ] Runway Stage Sponsor - $1,500 (4 available) 
[   ] Premium Runway Table Sponsor - $1,000 (11 Available) 
[   ] Photo Booth Sponsor - $500 (1 Available) 
[   ] Registration Table Sponsor - $350 (1 Available) 
[   ] Fruit/Cheese Bar Sponsor - $350 (1 Available) 
[   ] Bar Sponsor - $350 (3 Available) 
[   ] Print Ad in event program (choose size below) 
 

 

 
Here is your exclusive opportunity to highlight your company and sponsor this exciting annual event. Simply 

choose your ad size and sponsorship amount from the below. Hurry, advertising space is limited and will fill 

quickly! 

 

[   ] PREMIUM FULL PAGE AD - $250      [   ] FULL PAGE AD - $200 
        Back Cover, Inside Front Cover, Inside Back Cover                                 Size: 4.5” wide x 7.5”” tall 

        & Two Center Pages Size: 4.5” wide x 7.5” tall  

                 

[   ] HALF PAGE AD - $100        [    ] QUARTER PAGE AD - $75 
        Size: 4.5” wide x 7.5” tall               Size: 2.25” wide x 3.75” tall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fashion Show Decorating Committee: Jennifer Merryman  

Ladies will you please bring to our next Membership meeting any small boxes that you have - 

shirt boxes, square boxes that would fit a mug, etc? The more we can get on the front end, the 

better! I would say anything small than 12X12X12" would be great for right now. This is for our 

tiffany boxes for our centerpieces. 
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District News: Kim Rosenfield –Area 4 Director 

Zonta International Brand Refresh - Zonta International has launched a new mission, vision and theme, 

along with refreshing the look of the logo and color palette. The new logos have been uploaded to our 

website.  

CSW 59 and Zonta International at the Today Show – Margo is coordinating a morning at the Today 

Show for those Zontians attending the CSW59 events. 

Here is Margo’s message:   

March 12th seems to work for most of you. Please wear a simple gold scarf or pashmina, with 

Zonta bling, to the show.  We'll need to assemble no later than 6:30 AM at Rockefeller Plaza--I'll 

probably be there at 6 AM to wrangle for a great location for the best visibility.  I am planning to 

bring some signs, and you can as well. No big signs, as they block the TV view--2” X 3” are the 

largest sign we should show up with except for the banner I hope to hang on the barrier in front of 

us.   

We are there to send a positive message.  Feel free to bring Zonta PR materials and membership 

information to hand out to the crowd in between live outdoor broadcast shots. We should be 

finished by 9 AM unless a few of you want to hang around and get on TV looking into the studio 

from outside during the 9-10 AM broadcast hour.  

Information on visiting the Today show broadcast is at http://visit.today.com/.  You can register 

so they know you are coming.  

District Website – The program we were using to manage the District website has been discontinued, so 

we in are in need of a complete website makeover.  While the existing website can still be accessed, no 

changes/updates can be added.  Therefore, all communications in the meantime will be via email. 

Spring Workshop – “Save the Date’ - The Area 3 & 4 Workshop will be held on May 2
nd

 in Howard 

County.  You will leave with a strategic membership plan and a turnkey communications and public 

relations plan.  It’s sure to be the best workshop yet!   

Fall Conference – The District 3 Conference is scheduled for October 3-4
 
in Williamsburg.   
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February Birthdays 

 

Marlene Hunter – R.I.P. 
Jennifer Pinto 
Janice Rohme 

 
 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

The best way to find yourself is to lose 

yourself in the service of others 

                          Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Zonta D3 Newsletter 

www.ZontaDistrictThree.org 

 

Newsletter Submissions 
Please email articles and items of interest by the 28th 

day of each month to Kelley Rollins 
Kelley@KelleyRollins.com. All submissions will be 

reviewed for approval prior to publication. 

Dates to remember:  

February 3rd Board Meeting – 5:00pm – RE/MAX 100   

February 10th Membership Meeting – 11:45 - Prime Street Grille 

February 11th Fashion Show meeting – 5:30 SO MD Business Center conference room 

February 19th Dress A Girl  - Donna Clark’s home 

February 24th Zonta Zing meeting – 11:30 Panera Bread in Waldorf 

February 26th Fashion Show meeting – 5:30 SO MD Business Center conference room 

March 12th – 13th UN Women’s Convention in NY and the Today Show 

 

http://www.zontadistrictthree.org/

