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2014 – 2015 Zonta Club 

Officers and Directors 
 
 

President: Kelley Rollins 

1st VP:  Joan Curley 
2nd VP:   

Secretary:  Kiren Mathur 

Treasure:  Janice Rohme 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 

Bonnie Morris 

Joyce Riggs 

Margaret Steffens 

 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

Jan Costinett 

Brenda Dyer 

Debra Davis 
 

Thank you for your 
dedication and service. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

President’s message: 
 December 2014 

 

Dear Zontians, 

I would first like to thank everyone for the well wishes for my mother. She is on 

her way to recovery from her stroke. She’s now able to get around without 

assistance and we hope soon that her speech will be back to normal (or close to 

it). I’m so grateful for the care that she has received and that I have her back in 

Maryland. 

 

Now on to the Holidays, ready or not, they’re here. It truly is a wonderful time of 

the year. It’s the time of year where we reflect on the year in past. It’s also a time 

to gather with family and friends to spread good cheer and a time for sharing, 

caring and giving.  

 

Speaking of time for sharing, caring and giving… make sure that you join us for 

the cookie exchange on December 9th. It will be another good time with friends. 

We learn so much about each other and become closer as a group when we 

spend the time to get to know each other. 

 

As we start a new year, think about the difference that you can make in the lives 

of others and the impact that you can make locally and globally. Get involved and 

be involved and let’s make 2015 our best year yet! 

 

My wish for you this holiday season is for health, happiness and hope for the 

future, not only for now but for the whole year. 

 

In closing, make sure that you do one thing for yourself; take the time to count 

your own blessings. 

 
 
Respectfully, 

Kelley Rollins 

President, Zonta Club of Charles County 2014-2015 
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Membership Committee: Joan Curley 
 
The Membership Committee would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Hanukah. We look forward 
to this holiday season and want to take the time to ask each one of you to take a moment to really connect with your 
treasured sister. We are all so blessed to know one another and be a part of this wonderful organization; its important 
that we reach out and let each other know how truly treasured they are. The Strength of The Zonta Club of Charles 
County comes from the different strengths of all of its members........and there is always room for more strength. So if 
you have any prospective members please forward their applications to me and remember the deadline is January 
1st, 2015. If you have any questions please don't hesitate to ask me. Once again Merry Christmas and Happy 
Hanukah!!!! 
 
 
Service Committee:  

Service is what we are about and we need someone who can delegate and oversee the Status of Women Service 

Committee. We need someone who is committed to Zonta and the desire to want to make a difference. I know this is 

many of you so please let me know if you would like to chair this committee. We need someone immediately so the 

pressure is taken off of the members who have committed their selves to other club duties. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

The work of this committee encompasses the following: 

• Amelia Earhart Fellowship Award 

• Current International Service Project(s) 

• Jane M. Klausman Scholarship 

• Legislative Awareness and Advocacy 

• Local Service Projects 

• Local Scholarships 

• YWPA 

• Z and Golden Z Clubs 

• ZISVAW 

The responsibilities of this committee include the following: 

o Recommend action and service projects to support Zonta’s objects, mission and goals. 

o Coordinate programs of Zonta International and the Club for events and functions which: 

 Raise awareness of the status of women issues 

 Provide education and development to women 

o Publicize and raise funds for local status of women projects, award programs and current 

international projects. 

o Consider taking action by: 

 Offering support, financial or through advocacy, where people are struggling to achieve 

justice, human rights, and fundamental freedoms through our International UN Committee 

 Assisting Zonta club projects in developing countries coordinated through the District 

Governor 

 Forming partnerships with other organizations on legislative awareness and advocacy 
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 Keep club members informed of the accomplishments of women and activities of local 

women’s organizations. 

 Provide self development and training programs for club members that enhance their 

legal, political, economic, education, health or professional status. 

o Evaluate committee progress at least once a year. Have the goals been achieved? What worked? 

What needs to be changed? 

 

From Ann Rees for Service: The Board of Education Charles County Scholarship is in place for 2015. Two $1,000 

Scholarships will be given to 2 young ladies. 

 
 
 
Program Committee: Cyndi Hedrick     

 

Please join us on December 9th for an evening of fun, games, comradery, food, spirits and more.    

When:         December  9th,  6:00 pm 

Where:        Cookie Nitchting 

Cost:            $10 plus bring a side dish to share 

Chair:          Cookie Nitchting 

Hostesses:  Tiffany Sirikoun, Sheebah Smith    

Gift:              Billie Statura 

 

 

The club will provide the meat dishes and beverages, including wine, beer and hot buttered rum.  Please bring a side 
dish to share.  If you would like to participate in a gift exchange, bring a wrapped $20 gift.  If you would like to 
participate in a cookie exchange, bring half dozen cookies for tasting, six dozen cookies wrapped in bundles by the 
dozen,   and 6 copies of your recipe.  If you are not a baker, you can still participate with purchased cookies.  The 
program committee will be glad to deliver any cookies you would like to donate to Gayle’s House, Children’s Aid and 
other nonprofits that serve women and children.     

Please check your emails on December 1st for the Evite and please remember to RSVP no later than 4 PM on 
December 5th. Guests are welcome.   A flyer and map to Cookie’s house was emailed out November 13th. 
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UN Committee:  Jennifer Merryman 

January 8th is the next UNbound meeting! Get ready to dive head first into a world that is seldom talked 

about - the elusive world of Courtesans. The book is titled Courtesans: Money, Sex and Fame in the 

Nineteenth Century by Katie Hickman. Here's a brief description: 

 

During the course of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries a small group of women rose from 

impoverished obscurity to positions of great power, independence and wealth. In doing so they took 

control of their lives -- and those of other people -- and made the world do their will. 

 

Men went to great lengths in desperate attempts to gain and retain a courtesan's favors, but she was 

always courted for far more than sex. In an age in which women were generally not well educated she 

was often unusually literate and literary, and courted for her conversation as well as her physical 

company. Courtesans were extremely accomplished and exerted a powerful influence as leaders of 

fashion and society. They were not received at court, but inhabited their own parallel world -- the 

demimonde -- complete with its own hierarchies, etiquette and protocol. They were queens of fashion, 

linguists, musicians, accomplished at political intrigue and, of course, possessors of great erotic gifts. 

Even to be seen in public with one of the great courtesans was a much-envied achievement. 

 

In this riveting social biography, Katie Hickman focuses on five outstanding women -- Sophia Baddeley, 

Elizabeth Armistead, Harriette Wilson, Cora Pearl and Catherine Walters -- each of whose lives 

exemplifies the dazzling existence of the courtesan. She reveals their extraordinary exploits -- including 

their stints in Paris, New York and California -- and offers insights into the glamorous history of 

courtesan life. 

 

So do we have your attention? So power up your e-readers or run out to Barnes and Noble. Please join 

us for another incredible evening of food, fun, meaningful discussion and treasured time together. We 

are not in this to change minds, we are in this to open them! 

 

Zonta Zing Fundraiser: Leigh Ann Keller 

Zonta Zing – Fall FUNdraiser   

At the November 11th meeting, I had the pleasure to report that the first Zonta Zing netted over $16,200 to fund our 

endeavors that support women at home and around the world.  It was voted by the membership that we expand upon 

our first year vision and success and make the Zonta Zing an annual Fall event.  We currently are holding November 

14, 2015 with the Jaycees for our next Zonta Zing.  Please mark your calendars and expect to hear from me after the 

holidays as we start creating our next Zonta Zing extravaganza.  I am looking for a member or two that would have 

some time to write and send official thank you letters now that we have our next year’s date.  Please call me at 301-

645-1770 or email me at leigh_ann@olg.com.  Thank you for your support and hard work. 

 

mailto:leigh_ann@olg.com
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Advocacy Committee: Kim Rosenfield 

 
 
Thank you to all who have participated in the 23rd annual 16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender-Based Violence Social Media Campaign. You are one of 
thousands of activists from around the world calling for an end to gender-
based violence.  It’s not too late to help us create a buzz online!  Here are the 
steps you can take through December 10th: 
 
 Change your profile picture to the 16 Days logo available for download 

HERE.  Just hover over the English picture, right click, and then select “save picture as.”   
 Each day, on the Zonta Club of Charles County’s Facebook page, we will post status updates 

about the campaign. 
 Like AND share these status updates (DO NOT SIMPLY LIKE THEM; YOU MUST SHARE THEM 

TO BE EFFECTIVE!!!)     

 
 

Our advocacy focus in December is poverty.  2013 statistics reveal 
that 9.2% of people (that’s approximately 14,200 individuals) in 
Charles County live below the poverty line - $23,492 for a family of 
four.  A worker in Charles County needs to make $27.15 per hour in 
order to afford the fair market rent and utilities of a two bedroom 
apartment without spending more than 30 percent of their income.  
This has led to a sharp increase in homelessness in Charles County.  
An estimated 455 adults in Charles County have no home and 65% 
of them are women.   

 
Let that sink in for a minute:  there are approximately 300 homeless women living in Charles 
County.   
 
Throughout the month of December, I will be sending emails and posting updates on Facebook with 
opportunities to serve the impoverished in Charles County.  These will not be Zonta sponsored 
events, rather ways we as individuals and families can learn more about this prevalent local issue 
and find a way to give back.  Here are a few ways to get started: 

 Donate to the Children’s Aid Society Christmas Connection or volunteer at the distribution 
events:  http://childrens-aid-society.org    

 Volunteer at the Center for Children’s kids’ holiday party:  http://center-for-children.org 
 Donate to or volunteer for LifeStyles of Maryland; the primary provider to the homeless in 

Charles County:  http://www.lifestylesofmd.org 
 
I am working on some opportunities to work directly with and for women, so keep an eye on your 
emails & our Facebook group.  In the meantime, if you learn of any opportunities, please reach out.   
 
To clarify:  these will not be club service projects.  Remember, one of the first steps to becoming 
effective advocates is to fully understand the issues for which we need to take action.  One of the 
greatest needs facing women in Charles County is poverty.  Serving these women and their families 
during the holidays is a way for us to understand the issue.  
 

http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/2014-campaign/16-days-logos
https://www.facebook.com/zontacharlescounty
http://childrens-aid-society.org/
http://center-for-children.org/
http://www.lifestylesofmd.org/
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Fashion Show: Charlotte Vass 

           
 
     
 

                    The committee continues to work on making this a fabulous evening for Zontians and all guests!  

 Swan Point has gone above and beyond as a sponsor to really ensure this is a beautiful, elegant, and 
TASTY evening for all! 

 The DJ, Rockin' Roger, was confirmed by Billie this week. 
 Since Irving Harris moved to Richmond, we are on the hunt for a good photographer willing to donate time 

and energy on our behalf.  I have already reached out to one, but please let me know if you have a good, 
willing photographer to enhance our experience.  

 Kim Rosenfield secured a 3rd Fashion House!!     
 NOW is the time to be asking for a gift card  donation from shops you frequent.  Tis the season and it's a 

good time to ask.  
 NOW is the time to work with friends, stores, local venues to help us put together a great prize package and 

gifts for Silent Auction. 
 NOW (and after Christmas) is the time to be on the lookout for  a special dress, likely on sale.  That tip 

brought to you from Blanca, the manager of Chico's on Monday, who is already looking for her dress and  is 
very, very excited about this event. 

Our next Fashion Show meeting is on Wednesday, December 10th @ 5:30 p.m. at Swan Point.  Let me know if 
you're planning to join us and we can carpool, which also makes the evening more fun!  If you haven't been to Swan 
Point during the Christmas season, you've missed a treat anyway.  We  hope you'll join us.  Your input and 
suggestions mean so much.  Bring your calendars, as we'll be looking at dates for workshops and additional 
meetings, of course.  
 
Meanwhile, have a Blessed Christmas!   
 

 

 

From: Ann Rees 

Please consider adopting a single Mom who lives in the Western end of the county this Christmas. 
This is the 4th year I have been involved with this incredible project to brighten the Christmas season for these 
vulnerable women and put a smile on their faces. 

Last year I was able to find 130 women to adopt all of these ladies and a special thank you to Treciana and her 
friend, Roz for helping me make sure all of the ladies were adopted. 

A lot of you in Zonta participated in this project.  
This years list is even larger, over 150 single Moms 

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart ❤ Ann 

  

 

A Tiffany Affair – Zonta’s 30th Fashion Show Event 
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December Birthdays 

 

Bonnie Morris 
LaKeysha Boyd-Moore 

Kelley Rollins 
 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

The excellence of a gift lies in its 

appropriateness rather than in its value. 

                            Charles Dudley Warner 

Zonta D3 Newsletter 

www.ZontaDistrictThree.org 

 

Newsletter Submissions 
Please email articles and items of interest by the 28th 

day of each month to Kelley Rollins 
Kelley@KelleyRollins.com. All submissions will be 

reviewed for approval prior to publication. 

Dates to remember:  

December 9th Board Meeting – 5:00pm – Cookie’s home  

December 9th Cookie Exchange – 6:00pm - Cookie’s home  

January 8th UNbound – 6:00 - Kim Rosenfield’s home 

  

  

  

  

 

http://www.zontadistrictthree.org/

